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Queen that it was in vain that she flattered herself
on winning over the Parliament; that the more she
temporized, the more its boldness would increase; that
it was time for the King to show that he meant to he
master, and to have his own way by acts of authority;
otherwise he would have to lay aside the crown, and
possibly forever. ' Ah!' the Queen exclaimed, ' M.
de Calonne has done a great deal of harm to the
country with the Notables !' "

Still everything might have been saved. With the
exception of the cities with parliaments, the whole
kingdom was perfectly quiet. The populace still
kept its religious and monarchical sentiments. Dis-
cipline prevailed in the army. With a little vigor
Louis XVI. might have preserved his rights. In-
stead of that, he had recourse to half-way measures.
After having exiled the Parliament to Troyes, August
15, 1787, he had the weakness to call it back. He
let the Duke of Orleans organize the Revolution.
With inconceivable blindness, he permitted the pub-
lication of a mass of anarchic pamphlets and libels.
Nothing else was read. Booksellers exposed these
incendiary writings before the eyes of the public.
They were read aloud in public places, under the
very eyes of the police. Soldiers were forbidden to
use their weapons in case of disorder in the street.
This blundering order encouraged evil-doers, and
soon they attacked the watch and burned the guard-
houses.

When the Parliament returned from Troyes, in